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	 West Virginia Division Celebrates 2010 History Day 

History enthusiasts gathered on Thursday, February 18, 2010 in the Norman L. Fagan West Virginia State Theater of the Culture Center for the awards ceremony that kicked off a successful day of celebrating West Virginia history. Commissioner Randall Reid-Smith of the West Virginia Division of Culture and History was assisted by Dr. Robert S. Conte, chairman, and Dr. Charles Ledbetter, vice chairman of the West Virginia Archives and History Commission, in presenting History Hero awards to 44 individuals from around the state for their grassroots-level contributions to the preservation, promotion and perpetuation of the state’s rich history. City, county and state historical, preservation and genealogical groups and museums provided nominations for the awards. A complete list of this year’s recipients, with a brief explanation of their contributions and a link to high resolution photographs, is available at http://www.wvculture.org/history/hisher2010.html. If there is not a link to a recipient’s name for the photograph, that person was unable to attend and did not have someone accepting on their behalf.

Throughout the day, the State Capitol Rotunda was filled with exhibitors and re-enactors all eager to share their enthusiasm for the history of the state. Members of the Robert S. Garnett Camp # 1470 Metro Area displayed various items of Confederate history at their booth and Flat Top Copperhead Camp # 1694 members provided support for the History Hero nominees. The 14th History Day was a joint effort of the West Virginia Archives and History Commission, Mining Your History Foundation, West Virginia Historical Society, West Virginia Humanities Council, West Virginia Division of Culture and History, Friends of West Virginia Culture and History, Preservation Alliance of West Virginia, Inc., and West Virginia Association of Museums.
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Charter members of the Mineral County Historical Society, Charles and Patricia Bonar have been devoted to the preservation and presentation of Mineral County and West Virginia history for more than 40 years. He was the society’s first president and first program chairperson, and she was secretary for 25 years. They have been active fundraisers, volunteers at information booths, and participants in the society’s annual Christmas program at Claysville Church. They were members of the museum committee and staffed the museum for 10 years. The Bonars have developed a Lewis and Clark Expedition living history program presented through the eyes of Sacajawea and her husband, which they present to local civic and school groups.
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